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unfitting that a future King of Spain should risk
his life in a naval skirmish with Red pirate ships/ "
But no amount of speculation can penetrate the
barrier of Franco's non-committal reserve. He
has said frankly that the problem must defer to the
claims of more pressing matters, the conclusion of
the war and the reconstruction of the State on a
lasting basis. Though he sympathises with Royalist
idealism, he has reached the limit of commitment
with these words:
" If the monarchy were to be restored, it would,
of course, have to be very different from the one
which was overthrown on the I4th April, 1931. It
would have to be different in its fundamental ideas.
as well as in the person representing it. It would
have to form a link between the impetuosity of
youth, fighting for Spain and for a new conception
of life, and the glorious traditions of the past/1
Neither to Falangists nor to Carlists does it
seem tb have occurred that perhaps Franco has
not yet made up his own mind on the subject, and
is prepared to await the development of events,
In the sphere of foreign policy, Franco has been
more reluctant than ever to make clear his real
intentions. In his public declarations, he has
confined mention of the subject to > minimum
of generalisation, singling out the Soviet as the
one government with whom he has any quarrel,
and promising the rest of the world that he desires